
GLE Growth Capital
creating new angels
in the Middle East
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GLE Growth Capital has been
invited to provide support to
the development of the first
business angels network in
the Middle East. 

The Arab Business Angels
Network (ABAN), sponsored by
Dubai International Capital, will
receive assistance from GLE
over an initial six-month period
between January and June this
year to build the skills of the
network staff, recruit business
angels, identify relevant business
propositions and develop
effective investment processes.
Further support will also be
offered to establish a new 
$10 million co-investment fund,
and a $5 million fund specifically
aimed at supporting women-led
ventures. 

Anthony Clarke, Managing
Director of GLE Growth Capital
and Jenny Tooth, GLE Growth
Capital Business Development
Director, carried out the first visit
to Dubai to mentor the ABAN
team in February. During this

visit, Anthony Clarke was a
guest speaker at an event held
at Dubai International Finance
Centre attended by over 100
representatives of the finance
community not only from Dubai,
but across the United Arab
Emirates, Egypt and Jordan. 

In the coming months,
representatives from ABAN will
be visiting London to shadow
the GLE Growth Capital team,
and to gain first hand experience
at a London Business Angels
company presentation event. 

“We are very pleased to have
this opportunity to support the
newly formed Arab Business
Angels Network and Dubai
International Capital to promote
the development of angel
investing in this region,” said
Anthony Clarke. “This
relationship also offers exciting
possibilities for London-based
companies that we are investing
in to access new markets both in
Dubai and the wider Middle East
region.” 

For many innovative small
businesses accessing funding
is a key barrier to growth.
Addressing this issue will be
the drive behind a new London-
wide network which focuses on
improving business access to
European funding opportunities
for research and development.

The London Innovation Network
is funded by the EU
Competitiveness & Innovation
Programme (CIP) and the London
Development Agency, and led by
GLE Consulting Services. The
Network ensures London’s small
businesses have the best possible
support in accessing EU funding
by drawing together existing
providers, including the London
Technology Network, London
Chamber of Commerce and The
Innovatory.

The €5.3 million project will
help over 3,000 small and
growing businesses find out more
about and directly benefit from EU
funding opportunities over a three
year period. 

The London Innovation Network
will be holding a high profile
launch at London’s Living Room,
and will involve policy makers,
business support providers and
small businesses. 

Register your interest now by
emailing clare.s@gle.co.uk 
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Abdallah Chikh is founder and
owner of Les2vents Theatre
Company, an innovative
business which combines his
talent for foreign languages
and passion for teaching. 

With a strong background in
teaching and acting, Abdallah
developed the idea for a theatre
company which encourages
students to learn a second
language. 

The company puts on shows
that act out traditional fables in
foreign languages and
interactively engage with
students. Les2vents performed
over 50 shows last year at
various schools across the UK
and feedback has been
positive. One satisfied teacher
says, “The performance was so
enjoyable the pupils didn’t
realise they were learning.” 

Like many start-up
businesses, Abdallah was

running the business from his
home in south east London but
needed some initial finance to
test his business in the market
place. After finding out about
GLE oneLondon’s small
business loan fund, Abdallah
presented to the loan panel and
successfully secured a loan to
explore his idea. 

After successful market
research Abdallah was able to
return to the loan panel and
pitch for and receive a further
£4,000 loan in late 2007. The
investment has already allowed
Abdallah to market his business
properly, enhance his online
presence and construct a mini
road-show to allow schools to
preview his services.

For further information on the
London Business Loan Fund,
run by GLE oneLondon please
visit www.gle.co.uk/onelondon/
loans 
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Innovative teaching technique
receives small business loan

Les2vents perform live

A small business loan fund recipient

Two new types of loans for
small businesses and social
enterprises are now available
through GLE’s innovative
Wholesale Loan Fund.

In addition to providing
lending capital to retail loan
funds across London, the
Wholesale Loan Fund has
brought out two new products
to allow it to lend directly to
small and growing businesses
and social enterprises.

For business owners who
have been turned down by a
high street bank, or have not
been able to borrow the entire
amount necessary, the GLE loan
funds are a great alternative. 

Businesses looking for larger
loans can now access up to
£75,000 through the Fund,
which was launched last year

by GLE. These loans target
businesses looking to make a
new marketing push, or
perhaps to develop a new
product or buy equipment. 

The Fund has also introduced
a new property loan of up to
£100,000 for businesses and
up to £250,000 for not-for-profit
organisations.

Through the London
Business Loan Fund, GLE
already provides growth loans
of £7,500 to £40,000 but the
offering has been greatly
enhanced by the Wholesale
Loan Fund.

GLE sponsored the creation
of the Wholesale Loan Fund as
a joint venture with the London
Development Agency and
Kingston Smith. £3.6 million has
so far been raised for the fund,

including a £3 million facility
from the Cooperative Bank.
Linklaters have also provided
significant Pro Bono legal
support and the City of London
sponsored the launch video.

To find out more, why not
watch successful businesses
that have already benefited from
a GLE oneLondon small
business loan at
www.wholesaleloans.co.uk 

Larger loans for growing businesses and property
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GLE Growth Capital’s seed 
fund raises £0.5 million
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Brandwatch, a social media
analytics tool developed by
web company Magpie Ltd, is
the latest high growth SME to
receive an injection of early
stage funding through GLE
Growth Capital’s London
Business Angel network and
sister fund London Seed Capital.

Magpie Ltd has not only
secured £0.5 million investment
but also acquired the help from
selected business angels – all
experienced entrepreneurs –
who will bring their expertise
and contacts to the company’s
board.

The investment will be used
to complete development of the
Brandwatch product range, a
powerful social media analytics
tool used by brand owners and

their agencies to monitor and
measure how they are perceived
online, in order to improve their
overall brand performance.
Magpie has also allocated funds
for hiring a commercial director
to expand Brandwatch’s global
reach.    

With the online community
increasingly dictating consumer
behaviour towards brands,
Magpie’s unique Brandwatch
technology provides an
invaluable tool for reputation
monitoring and the company is
now in a strong position in this
high growth market.

For more information about
GLE’s early stage investment
fund, visit
www.londonseedcapital.com 

Croydon Enterprise Loan
Fund, managed by GLE
oneLondon, has completed
its first loan in early January
to Croydon entrepreneur
Natasha Dennis.

Natasha runs a Trichology
clinic which is a form of
medicine focusing on the health
of the hair and scalp. Having
achieved a professional
qualification in Trichology
Natasha launched her clinic in
November last year. She used

her personal savings to fund the
purchase of equipment and
carried out some initial
marketing but quickly ran out of
the funds needed to continue to
promote the business. 

After finding out about the
Croydon Loan Fund, Natasha
approached GLE oneLondon’s
Croydon loan team for a £3,000
loan to diversify her equipment
range and intensify her
marketing strategy. 

Following a number of one-

on-one meetings with the loan
fund team to ensure she was
ready for finance, Natasha’s
loan application was approved.
She felt that the process of
mentoring alongside finance
ensured it was much more than
just handing over a cheque. 

Croydon Enterprise Loan Fund
is part of Croydon Council’s
wider Ladder of Finance
programme, and this loan is the
first in a series of commercial
loans specifically designed to

support Croydon’s most
disadvantaged businesses.
These companies are able to
borrow up to £25,000 to start
up, and borrow up to £50,000
to grow the business.

The Croydon Loan Fund team
anticipate that this loan will be
the first of many for 2008, as
within two months they have
received more than 100 enquiries.

For more information, visit
www.croydonenterprise.com/fin
ance/finance-for-croydon.html

First Croydon resident helped by
Croydon Enterprise Loan Fund

A new network, led by GLE
Consulting services, tackling
child poverty across the EU is
to be officially launched at
London’s Living Room in City
Hall on 11th April 2008. 

Bringing together government
officials, policymakers, voluntary
organisations and projects
currently tackling child poverty,
the launch will include an
interactive panel discussion to
analyse the factors affecting
child poverty and examine the
three themes of the network: 
� Improving life chances for
children and breaking cycles of
deprivation, specifically through
health and education
� Housing: the impact of
homelessness and poor
housing conditions on children
� Facilitating access to 
employment and training for
parents

The event will also highlight a
range of projects from across
the EU that are currently tackling
child poverty on the ground.
One such project is the London
Development Agency’s Childcare
Affordability Programme.
Managed by GLE, the pan-

London programme addresses
the third theme of the network
and has helped over seven
thousand families to access free
or subsidised childcare since
January 2006, enabling parents
to return to employment.

The European Cities Against
Child Poverty will involve local
and regional regeneration
stakeholders from the cities of
Amsterdam, Copenhagen,
Budapest, Helsinki, London,
Milan, Sollentuna, Solna, Uppsala
and Vasteras and will seek to
identify innovative and successful
strategies and initiatives. 

The network takes a holistic
approach to analysing the
factors affecting child poverty,
considering how to break cycles
of deprivation, how to improve
employment and training for
parents, the impact of
homelessness and poor housing
conditions on the health and
education of children.

The network's research will
inform a common model for
integrated local strategies on
child poverty.

For more information, email
delphine.m@gle.co.uk.

Launching the European Cities
Against Child Poverty network
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GLE Consulting services to run a
pan-London employment network
GLE Consulting services has
been awarded a £1 million
contract funded by the
London Development Agency
(LDA) to run a pan-London
network of job brokerage
organisations. 

The high-profile contract will
involve establishing a London-
wide framework for linking
2012 Games vacancies to a
wide range of job brokerage
services across London, with a
particular emphasis on helping
people from hard-to-reach
communities.  

The network builds on the
outputs of a six-month pilot
network and will have two major
objectives. 

Firstly, the network will
disseminate 2012 Games
vacancies to job brokerage
organisations, and thereby
assist the Mayor of London in
meeting the objective of filling
40% of jobs generated by the
2012 Games with Londoners.
These job brokerage
organisations will largely be

organisations that help
vulnerable groups move into
employment. GLE Consulting
services will draw on its
extensive experience in
organisational support and
development of quality
frameworks, which includes
high profile contracts such as
the restructure of the London
Development Agency and
London Councils Capacity
Building programme. 

Secondly, the network will
provide a training programme
for its members, and a quality
assurance framework to
improve the consistency and
overall job standards of job
brokerage services in the
capital. Jobcentre Plus, the
Olympic Delivery Authority and
the five host boroughs will be
the network’s key partners.

The network will be managed
until April 2010 from a base in
Stratford.

For more information please
contact David Moynihan on
david.m@gle.co.uk 

Childcare support for
Londoners
The Mayor of London’s
Childcare Affordability
Programme, managed by GLE
Consulting services, has
brought on board seven
experienced employment and
childcare advisers to provide
support and assistance to
parents with job search skills
and provide advice on publicly
funded childcare support.

Working with the two London
City Strategy Pathfinders,
advisers in east and west
London will provide intensive
support to assist parents in

accessing sustainable
employment. As part of the
project, parents will have a
chance to attend Take Three
Days, a three day workshop
which builds self-confidence
and allows parents to practise
interview and application form
techniques. 

The project is funded by the
London Development Agency
and the Department for
Children, Schools and Families. 

For more information, please
email carla.j@gle.co.uk

Supplier diversity

The Business London: start up
and micro business support
programme for the central
London region, managed by
GLE, will be expanding its
service for small and growing
businesses to include
supplier diversity and SME
readiness. 

This new area of support will
be delivered through the British
Bangladeshi Chamber of
Commerce, the Latin American
Development Association, TCA
Consultancy, African Caribbean
Business Network, Association

of Community Based Business
Advisors and the Vietnamese
Business Action.

The new aspect of the service
will specifically focus on existing
businesses owned by black,
Asian and minority ethnic
people and those owned by
women to help them improve
their ability to tender for public
and private contracts.

The programme is funded by
the London Development
Agency and the European
Social Fund.

www.enterprisecentral.co.uk
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GLE Consulting services
continues to exceed
customer expectations
following the successful first
delivery of the two-day Open
College Network (OCN)
accredited course on
Funding Strategies and Bid
Writing. 

The nine learners who
attended the course in February
came from a wide range of
organisations across London
including three local authorities
and a range of charities. The
excellent feedback received
following what one client
described as “highly practical
and relevant training” highlights
the need for accessible training

in funding strategies, and more
in-depth advice on how to write
a successful bid. 

The GLE qualified trainers are
experienced programme and
project managers who draw on
their own experience of bid
writing and appraisals to help
the learners improve their own
bid writing skills. One learner
said: “I expected today to be of
limited use because I have
already written several
successful bids, but I actually
found it really useful with lots of
new stuff I didn’t know.”

If you would like to book on a
future course or find out further
information contact Clare Engel
on accreditedtraining@gle.co.uk

GLE offers funding strategies and 
bid writing training

A recent training event 

Fifteen small and growing
London companies looking to
follow in the footsteps of

Vodaphone and Microsoft by
entering the burgeoning
Indian market are being given

Trade mission to New Delhi

the opportunity to visit New
Delhi and scope out potential
marketplaces. 

The trade mission forms a
cornerstone of International
Gateway for Suppliers, an
innovative GLE oneLondon
project which focuses on
helping small and medium sized
businesses make the most of
the opportunities arising from
the 2012 Games.

The mission to India will allow
London businesses to conduct
market research and learn more
about doing business in India
and building relationships with
Indian companies. It will also
encourage London businesses
to maximise international trade
opportunities around the 2010
New Delhi Games. 

The trip poses a fantastic
opportunity for businesses
looking to enter one of the
fastest growing economies in

the world. India is one of four
high-growth “BRIC” (Brazil,
Russia, India and China)
economies widely tipped for
international growth with a
rising GDP, and offers a wealth
of opportunities for UK
importers. 

Participants will be offered
market insights and cultural tips
to help their business grow. 

Businesses will also have the
opportunity to visit the 2010
New Delhi Games sites and
meet local companies.
Following the mission,
participants will also receive
ongoing support in how to
make the most of the trip.

The mission is being run with
the support of UK Trade &
Investment and funded by the
London Development Agency. 

To read more about the project
please visit www.gle.co.uk/
onelondon/existing/IG4S 
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The management contract for
Community Grants, a new 
£6 million programme designed
to provide small grants of up
to £12,000 to small voluntary
and community organisations
to reach those who are
furthest from the labour
market, has been awarded to
GLE Consulting services. 

GLE had successfully
designed and managed the
programme’s predecessor, Fast
Forward Grants (FFG) which ran
from 2002 to 2007 and
channelled European funding to
the most socially excluded
groups and helped more than
16,500 people move closer to
finding employment. These
groups specifically comprised
people with disabilities, lone
parents, ex-offenders, black,
Asian and minority ethnic
groups and refugees.

Funded by the London
Development Agency (LDA) and
the European Social Fund

GLE bulletin 6

(ESF), GLE will manage
Community Grants from 2008
to 2010, and will draw upon
experience gained through the
FFG model, which received best
practice recognition from the
European Commission in 2007.

In development of the
Community Grants model
however, GLE Consulting will
incorporate other areas of its
expertise into this new
programme. Currently providing
capacity building training to the
LDA, London Councils, and
voluntary and community
organisations, GLE will bring
experience and skills to
Community Grants to provide
capacity building support to
delivery organisations. This will
ensure that projects will be able
to utilise their grants effectively
and provide the highest level of
support to their beneficiaries.

Alongside this professional
training, GLE will also match
projects with past Fast Forward

beneficiaries to informally share
best practice – utilising the skills
of those who understand the
highs and lows best.

A key feature of the
programme is the achievement
of “softer outcomes” – while not
every beneficiary achieves
employment many report
improved confidence and life
skills which act to build their
potential for entering
employment. For people from
the most disadvantaged groups
personal development training
is essential in order to move
towards employment.

For more information, contact
stephen.b@gle.co.uk 

Fast Forward to Community Grants

Wings of Hope is just one
organisation which has benefited
from small community grants

A GLE member of staff, Bryan
Treherne has devoted over 
30 years to London’s small
businesses – whether it be
working for a company,
running his own business or,
in his current capacity, as an
International Trade Adviser
with UK Trade & Investment’s
London International Trade
Team, managed by GLE. 

His remarkable career has
now been recognised with a
place on the New Year Honours
List, and an MBE! 

“I didn’t find out I’d received
an MBE until I went to the
newsagents, bought a copy of

the Times and there my name
was,” reflected Bryan. “It was a
great surprise, but I think my
mother, who is 93, was even
more delighted.” 

Bryan first heard of UK Trade
& Investment, when as an
entrepreneur himself, he was
seeking export advice. Several
years later, and keen to invest
something back, Bryan secured
a position as International Trade
Adviser. 

“I really enjoy helping
companies, giving the benefit of
my experience and watching
them thrive on the international
marketplace,” he enthused.

The life of Bryan

Bryan Treherne, UK Trade & Investment London International Trade Adviser

GLE is delighted to announce
that we will be delivering the
management of the UK Trade
& Investment South East
International Trade Team
contract. GLE looks forward
to welcoming the 60 new
members of staff into the
Group and further expanding
our support to small and
growing businesses
engaging in international
trade. 

This move further strengthens
the existing relationship
between UK Trade & Investment
and GLE and builds on the
practical experience GLE has
already gained by managing the
London International Trade
Team for the past two years. 

UK Trade & Investment is a
government-funded service,
supporting UK companies
trading internationally by
providing expert advice and
assistance to new and
established exporters. 

UKTI in the SE 


